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e A X ~O0 to an Individual who has made a demonstrable and significant contribution to knoiledge

through research and publication in accounting history. This year's award is given to Professor
Hiroshi Okano of Osaka City University in honer of his body of research regarding the historical
social, and organizational aspects of management accounting. Most notably for this award is
his sole authored book, “History of Management Accounting In Japan: Institutional & Cultural
Significance of Accounting”, published in 2015 and winner of the Emerald Group Publishing
Award for Excellence in 2018 as an Outstanding Author Contribution to Accounting & Finance
In the preface to this work. the following observations are made by Dr. Bill Black, now editor of
the Accounting Historians Joumal

"That there is a disinctive Japanese-style or approach to manufacturing

management is commonly accepted; the corollary proposition that there is also 2

Japanese-style or approach to cost accounting is seldom considered, at least in

the professional literature. For a process to succeed and an enterprise to thrive,

the information available as the basis for management decision making must

reflect the essential features of the process, and accordingly Japanese-style cost

acceunting is a key compenent in the Jap manufacturing r it

environment. Understanding Gentan-i {standard usage per unit) as applied i

Japanese companies is just one of the lessons provided in this volume.

Professor Okano provides a welcome exploration of the history and development

of the culturally distinctive Japanese-style cost accounting environment and its

conceptual connections with more familiar {Western| approaches to cost

identification, classification, summarization and reporting. In particular, his

discussion of cost invisibility highlights major cultural differences between
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businesses as they expand on the scale of their operations to sustain global
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Wie are honoret 1o have Professor Ckano join us In Washingten OC In August 2018 to recelve
this prestigious award. . Congratulations Professor Okano!
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